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Morchard Bishop Parish Gouncit

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annua[ Governance & Accountabitity Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Locat Audit and Accountabitity Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regutations 2015 (Sl 20151234)

The audit of accounts for Morchard Bishop Parish CounciL for the year
ended 31 March 2A24 has been compteted and the accounts have been
pubtished.

The AnnuaI Governance & Accountabitity Return inctuding the auditor's
certificate and opinion is avaitabte for inspection by any [oca[ governrnent
etector of the area of Morchard Bishop Parish GounciL on apptication to:
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3. Copies witt be provided to any local government etector of the area on
payment of t , o (c) for each copy of the Annuat Governance &
Accountabitity Return.

(a)

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 of
the AGAR must be pubtished by
30 September. This must include
pubtlcatlon on the smatter
authority's webslte. The smatter
authority must decide how long to
pubtish the Notice for; the AGAR

and external auditor report must
be pubticty avaitabte for 5 years.

(a) lnsert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
[ocat government electors shoutd
apptyto inspect the AGAR

(b) lnsert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) lnsert a reasonabte sum for
copying costs

(d) lnsert the name and positflon of
person ptacing the notice

(e) lnseft the date of ptacing of the
notice

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement (e)
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Fina[ Externat Auditor Report and Certificate z0zgl% in respect of
Morchard Bishop Parish Council DV0254

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibitity as auditors to comptete a tlmtted aasuranco revlew is set out by the Natlonat Audit
Offiee (NAO). A timited assurance reviewis not afull statutoryaudh, it does not constitute an audil carried
out in accordance with lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & lretand) and henee it does not provide
the same tevel of assurance that such an audit woutd. The UK Government has determined that a lower
tevet of assurance than that provided by a futt statutory audit is appropriate for those tocat pubtic bodies
with the towest tevets of spending.

Under a timited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountabitity Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as
issued by the NAO on behatf of the Comptrotter and Auditor Generat. AGN 02 is avaitabte from the NAO
website - https:llwww-nso.org-uUcode-audit-practice/guidance-and-infomation-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsibte for ensuring that its financiat management is adequate and effective and that
it has a sound system of interna[ corarol. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountabitity
Return in accordance with ProperPractices which:

. summarises the accounting records forthe year ended 31 March 2024; and
r confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relavant to our duties and

responsibitities as externat auditors.

Externa 1 auditor's Limited a$$ u rance opin ion 2OZg I 24
On 27 September 2024, we issued a report detaitingthe resutts of our timited assurance review of Sections
1 and 2 of this authority's Annual Governance & Accountabitity Return for the year ended 31 March 2024.
Wa exptained that we were unabte to certify comptetion of the roviewat thst time. We are now in a position
to certify comptetion of the review.

The external auditor rsport given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountabitity Return reguires
amendments asfo[[ows:

Except for the mstters reported b6tow on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the AnnuaL Governance and

Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sectione 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with

Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attBntion giving cause for concern that retovant tegistation

and regutatory requirements have not been met

1) The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provislrn during the year 2023/24lor tte exercise of public

rights, by answering 'Yed to section 1, Assertion 4. Howet er, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed

to do this and therefore should have answered 'No' to this Assertion. lt has also disclosed that it took appropriate

action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answering'YeJ to Sectidl 1, Assertion

7, which, on the basis ofthe above, is not coriecL

2l lnformation has come to our attention highlighting the fact that the external auditor report and certificate for
2022l23wasnotpublished on the authoriVswebsite bythedatesspecifled in theAccounts andAudit Regulations

2015.

PKF Litttgiohn Ll-B Chartsr6d Accountants. Atist of members names ls avaitiabte atthB add€s b6tow PKF LiBteiohn LLP
is a tlmitad liabitity partnershlp registered in Engtand and Wates No. OC342572. RegirterEd office et 15 Wesferry Circus,
London E144HD. PKF Littteiohn LLP is a msmbar ofPKFGlobst, the networkof memberfirmsofPKF lntemational Umitod,
each of whieh i8 a separrte and indapendent t6gat ontity snd doss not accdpt arry responsibility or tiabititytorthe action8 or
inactiohs of any indlvidust member orcorespondent firm(s),

FKF Lltttdchn LLP
15 We$ferry Circus
Ca*aryt#har{, Landen
Et4 4H&

T: +44 {O}2o 75IS 2:ttX}
plrf*l,eor*r



PKF

Page 2 of 2

3) The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review" Please ensure that amendments are

corrected in the prior year comparatives when completing next year's AGAR:

r Information received from the smaller authority indicates that assets purchased during the year have not

been included in Section 2, Box 9 which should read f7,938.

Section 2, Box 8 for the current year has been entered incorrectly on the AGAR form and should read e22,763.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we drawto the attention of the authority:

None

External auditor ceft ificate 2o2gl24
We certify that we have compteted our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountabitity Return, and discharged our responsibitities under the Locat Audit and Accountabitity Act
2014, fortheyearended 31 March 2024.

tt€ l*,r;lQ"7&,* LL/1

PKF Litttqohn LLP

1211212024

P(F Littt€john LLB ChartarEd Accountants. A list of mBmbers'names is availab[6 atth6 addreBs bBlow PKF Littt€iohn LLP
is a timlted tiabitity partnership registercd in Engtand and Wal€s No, OC342572. Ragi8tered office at 15 VJestfeny Clrcus,
London E14 4l-lD, PKF Litttqohn LLP is a memb6r of PKF Gtobat, the natwork ot membqtirms of PXF lnternetionat Limited,
each of which is a separate and lndepand6nt t6g€l entity and does not aacept any responsibittty or tiabitltyforth€ actions or
inections of any individuaI momber or corraspond6nt firm(6].

F*(F Lilnt$ohn LLP
t 5 Westferry Circus
Canary !ffharf, London
EI4 4HS

Tz +& (Ol2o 7516 22OO

pkf-l"corn



Section '! - Annual Governance Statement 2023t24

We acknowledge as the members of:

Morchard Bishop Parish Council

our nesponsibilig for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to theAccounting Statements forthe year ended 31 March 2O24,that:

*Please provlde exptanatlons to the extemal audltor on a separate eheet for each 'No' responae and describe
how tfie authority will address lhe trrcaknesses idenffied. These sheeb must be published with the Annual
Govemance Statement.

This Annual Govemance Startement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

03/06 12a24

and recorded as minute reference:

3rd June 2A24 ltem 6.

https :#www. morcha rd bi shop-pc. org . u k

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the rneeting where

Chair

Clerk

1. We have put in place arangements for efiective financial
rnanagemerrt during the year, anC for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

{
prepared its aecauntlng statemenfs in accordance
with the Accounfs and Audit Ragulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect taud
and com;ption and revievred its efiectiveness.

{
made propar affangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resourcas in
its charge,

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that here are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with [aws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its linanms,

{

has only done what ff fias the legal power ta do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doingl so.

4, We provided proper opportunity dudng the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations,

{
during tha yoar gaye all persons inferested the opportunity to
inspect and ask guesfione about this autharity's accounts.

5. We canied out an assassment of the risks facing this
authori$ and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduc'tion of intemal controls and/or
extemal insurance cover where required.

{
considarcd and documented the frnancial and other isks it
faces and dealt wittt them property,

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of intemal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

{
affdnged for a competent person, independent of the tinancial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller atrthorfty.

7. We took appropriats action on all matters raised
in reports from intemal and extemal audit. { rcspondad to matterc brought fo rfs attention by intemal and

ertemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring oither
during or afrer he year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have induded thern
in the acmunting statements.

{
disclosed everything if should have about ifs business ac{ivrfy
during the year including evenfs taking place after the year
end if retevant.

9, (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our aocountabili$
responsibilities for tfire fu nd (s]/assets, including
financial reporting and, if rcquired, independent
exarnination or audit.

has met all of its resrynsibilities where, as a body
corprate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
frusf or frusfs.

{

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A2384 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2023fi4 for

Morchard Bishop Parish Council

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
$tatements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

$igned by Responsible Financial Officer before being

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

a3n6na24

as recorded in minute reference:

3rd June 2A24 ltem 6.

Signed Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

presented to the authorlty foq

a1n6l2a24
Date

21 ,972 33,515
Total balances and reserues af the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value musf agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precept {or for IDEs rafes and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (*) Total other receipts
13,168

Total income or receipfs as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or rates/leyies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

Tatat expanditure or paymenfs made to and an behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross salanes and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contri b uti o n s, gratu iti es a nd seve ran ce paymenfs.

Tatal expenditure or paymenfs of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

30,51 1

Total expenditure or paymenls as recorded in the cash-
book less sfaff costs fline 4) and loan interes/capital

6. (-) All other payments

Totalbalances and reserues af the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 33,515 22,877

The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounfs, cash
holdings and short term investmenfs held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank recanclllatlon.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

7,545 7,793
The value af all the property the authority owns - ft is made
up of all its fixed assefs and long term investmenfs as af
31 March.

10. Total borrowings
0 0

The autstanding capital balance as af 31 March of all loans
from third prties (including PWLB)"

The Council, as a body corporafe, acfs as sole trusfee and
is respanslbla for rnanaging Trust funds or assefs.

{ta. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust transactions.

Annual Governance and Accountabili$ Return 2A23n4 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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1. Balances brought
forward

ffi

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 9,090 9,360

4. (-) Staff costs

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital
repayments 0 0

7. (=) Balances canied
fonrard



Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2023124
ln respect of Morchad Bishop Parish Gouncil - DVO254

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the NationalAudit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full shfutory audit, it does not constitute an audit canied out in accordance with
lntemational Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Govemment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website - https:/Aaruw.nao.org.uUcode-audit-
practice/gu idance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its linancial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum in accordance with
Proper Pnctices which:
. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2O24; and
. confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2023124
On the basis of our review of Sections I and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Prac{ices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concem

legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

matters not afiecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supportirE docr.rnentation prior to 30 Septer&r 2Q2A; houever, we have not been
able to complete our reviewwork in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the rcquired docurnentation in line with statutory
requirements. Once we have completed our revievv a final report will be provided with the ceflificate of completion detailing any
qualilications and'other' matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when ure certifu completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2423124
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountabili$
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March2024.

We do not oertify completion because:

\ /e have not been able lo complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line
wath statutory requirements.

Extemal Auditor Signature

External Auditor Name

Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum 2023124 Form 3
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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